
The     otonda     ostrum
Volume 46, Issue 3 • May | June 2022  •  www.rotonda.org  •  www.rotondaresidents.com 



2 The     otonda     ostrum

www.rotonda.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Douglas Doolittle, President

president@rotonda.org

Ruffy Zarookian, Vice President
Renneye Pike, Secretary

Stephen Ruckman, Treasurer
Kianoush Alem

Salvador (Tony) Infante
Mickey Lewis

W. Russell Moss
Deena Gordon Parla 

MANAGEMENT TEAM
Colin Horner

General Manager
chorner@rotonda.org

Guy Sturms
Director of Facilities

gsturms@rotonda.org

Danilo (Dan) Scott
Director of Resident Services

dscott@rotonda.org

EDITOR
Gaby Fernandes

Communications Coordinator
gfernandes@rotonda.org

CONTACT INFORMATION
Association Office:  (703) 821-0100

8352 Greensboro Drive
McLean, VA  22102

Office Fax:  (703) 442-8687
Front Gate:  (703) 893-8300

CMC (Financial Management)
(703) 631-7200

www.cmc-management.com

Advertisements printed in the 
Rotonda Rostrum are in no way an 

endorsement from the RCUOA.

The Rotonda Condominium  
Unit Owners Association

MANAGER’S CORNER

Manager’s Corner ....................................................................... 2
Financial Soundness of Rotonda .............................................. 3
Rotonda’s Landscape .............................................................. 4,5
Summertime at Rotonda ........................................................... 6
Summer Celebration Invitation ................................................ 7
Shred Day ................................................................................... 9
Elevator Maintenance Updates .................................................9
Recycling 101 Series ................................................................ 10
Bicycles Registration & Storage ...............................................10
Rotonda Student Write Up .......................................................12
Photos of Happenings ............................................................. 13
Local Events & Markets .............................................................14
Important Dates & Summer Recipe .........................................15

IN THIS ISSUE

I send out weekly email updates to communicate with you 
about what is happening around the Rotonda. I hope you receive 
them. I try to vary the subject matter. Rules reminders; activities 
around the Rotonda; activities in the Tysons neighborhood; I 
get many responses. What do people ask me about most? When 
is this or that project going to start? When will it finish? Presi-
dent Doolittle described his frustration with long delays in his        
President’s Corner in the last issue. 

Well, here we are. Good News! The most anticipated, longest delayed project of 
all, is finally starting. When you read this, the Hallway Carpet Replacement Project 
will finally be underway. The materials have been delivered. The contractor is prop-
erly staffed. You will be receiving specific notifications about the replacement pro-
cess as they approach your building and your hallway. The tentative plan as I write 
this is to start with replacement in Building V. It will take a few weeks to complete 
that building and they will then proceed to Buildings I-IV, in that order. The project 
installation will last three to four months. Please look for specific project updates 
and be patient with the installers, who will have the difficult job of completing their 
work in a fully occupied space. There are sure to be inconvenient, though short, 
disruptions in your routine as they work. I ask that you please restrict movement in 
your hallway while carpet is being installed on your floor, as glue will be used in the 
installation process.  

The Hallway Replacement is tied to the Lobby Renovations, which is also await-
ing materials delivery, but which will inevitably be going on simultaneously. As the 
carpet replacements are completed, the hallways will also receive new signage, in-
cluding new unit number signs. And there are more projects that are finally ready. 
The Building V Garage is scheduled for some concrete repairs. The Masonry project 
continues on Building IV. The new CCTV system installation will soon be completed. 
The Rotonda will be a bee-hive of renovation activity this summer.

     Article continued on next page >
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“Maximizing operations and facilities to be a  luxury high rise 
condo in the heart of the  newest city in  the Washington area.”

Rotonda’s Mission Statement:

THE ROTONDA REMAINS FINANCIALLY SOUND
ARTICLE BY TREASURER STEVE RUCKMAN

As we enter a period of inflation rates not seen in our country for 40 years, it is important to understand 
that the financial health of the Rotonda Condominium Unit Owners Association remains excellent, according 
to a recent audit by Johnson, Bremer, and Ignatio (JBI) CPA’s P.C.

The Association undergoes an annual, independent audit every year.  The Rotonda is fortunate to always 
receive an unmodified or “clean” audit opinion which is the highest level of assurance an auditor can provide.

Here is what John Deane, one of JBI’s senior accountants, said of the Rotonda’s financial condition, “And 
so overall, I would say that the Association is in good financial shape for 2021, as usual for the Rotonda, and 
there were no comments in the Management letter.” Beth Johnson from JBI also said that the Rotonda “does 
a really good job of managing the budget…and setting aside funds for repairs and replacements.”

We are also fortunate to have an extremely low delinquency rate.  For calendar year 2021, that rate was 
just 1% of total assessments.  The industry standard for HOA delinquencies is 5%.  To have maintained this 
extremely low delinquency rate during the economic disruption brought on by the once in a century pan-
demic is amazing.

Replacement Reserve funds are a common problem for homeowners associations.  At $7.7 million, the 
Rotonda’s 30-year replacement reserve plan is essentially fully funded and we have money on hand to cover 
our repair and replacement estimated costs for now and in the future.

The Rotonda ended calendar year 2021 with roughly $138K in positive net income.  These funds will be 
applied to the Operating Fund, which is part of Owner’s Equity. That brings the Operating Fund total back to 
$489,373, a level it had not been at since 2016. 

Manager’s Corner Continued....
But that is not all. In many ways, we are returning to other normal activities. The outdoor pool opened on 

Memorial Day weekend and we look forward to a more normal season. The Committees are in full swing. The 
Welcoming & Social Committee is planning a summer event on June 25. The Children’s Activities Committee is 
very active. The Fitness and the Landscaping Committees continue to accomplish much on things that add to 
the value of Rotonda amenities. The Finance Committee is gathering its resources to play a part in the 2023 bud-
get process, which will prove to be quite a challenge given the current state of our economy. 

The Boro continues to ramp up its neighborhood activities. I try to highlight some for you in my updates.  The 
Fairfax County Planning Commission recently approved the Final Development Plan (FDP) for Blocks I & K of the 
Boro, directly across the street from the Greensboro Gate. That development, along with the construction on 
adjacent Block J, which was approved late last year, will give us constant reminders that the local economy is still 
strong, if somewhat inflated.   

As the year progresses, I look forward to reporting to you the accomplishments that help to keep the Roton-
da a great place to call home.
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ROTONDA’S BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPE
Once again the landscape committee did a fantastic job of choosing the plants and flowers 

for the Rotonda, and McFall and Berry did a fantastic job bring their vision to life!
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ROTONDA RESIDENTS
WE WELCOME YOU!

The Alden in McLean is a 
small, intimate theater that 

presents national and 
international touring acts in: 

DANCE MUSIC

THEATER COMEDY

FAMILY
ENTERTAINMENT

Use the promo code 
“ROTONDA” for a special  
discount on your tickets.

1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean, Va. 22101ALDENTHEATRE.ORG FREE ONSITE PARKING



SUMMERTIME AT ROTONDA
POOLS, WEATHER, AND MORE!

- The Board recently revised the pool rules and a new brochure listing the new  pool rules is available at the rack 
near the front desk.  Please cooperate with the lifeguards and follow their directions. 

NOTE: Residents/guests need to have either their Rotonda ID or a guest pass with them to scan at a newly installed 
reader in order to gain entry to the pools.  

-  Many open balconies sport gorgeous plants and flowers that beautify the surroundings.  Take care when water-
ing that any overflow doesn’t drip on the balconies below.   

- School is out and young children will be playing in areas you might not expect – like the parking lots.  Parents, 
please remind your children to watch for cars and drivers, please observe the speed limit and look out for children.  

-  Summer storms can blow up quickly.  Be alert when high wind warnings are announced and take action to secure 
items on open balconies.

The pool staff consists of one manager, Jay, one assistant manager, Dorota and 
seven lifeguards. At any time, there are usually 5-6 lifeguards on staff, which 

meets County requirements for our two pools in the summer.

Jay (left) is this summer’s Pool Manager. He is from Jamaica, has worked in pool 
management for two years, and is currently attending the University of Tech-
nology in Jamaica for Actuarial Science. He is friendly, kind and loves to meet 

new people.

MEET YOUR SUMMER POOL STAFF

We’re happy to have Jay and Dorota leading our wonderful pool staff!



7The     otonda     ostrum



8

Information to help you decide when it's time to replace your R-22 system
HVAC: Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning 

The price of R-22 has skyrocketed
resulting in significantly higher
repair bills for air conditioners
that are 15-plus years old and use
R-22 as the refrigerant. 

ABOUT OLDER HVAC SYSTEMS 
USING R-22 REFRIGERANT

 

Depending on the exact age of your
system, over time replacement
parts could get harder to find, and
the price for R-22 refrigerant will
get more expensive-- as production
has stopped.  
Before you invest in another repair

to an older system - let M.E. Flow
help you with a FREE Repair vs.

Replacement Assessment! 

More efficient unit
Extended warranties available
Peace of mind
Environmentally safe unit

SEER rating -- SEER measures air conditioners’ cooling efficiency.
A higher SEER rating means greater energy efficiency. Today the
Department of Energy (DOE) mandates for our region 14 SEER,
using R410A refrigerant. 

Facing frequent repairs? If your equipment requires frequent repairs and you notice your
energy bills rising, your equipment is becoming less efficient and it may be time to replace. 

Why R-22 Refrigerant is so costly--  The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) determined that R-22 damages the ozone layer and is
currently in the last few years of phasing out R-22. With the phasing
out, the EPA has stopped the production of R-22 and no longer
allows it to be imported. R410A is the refrigerant used in the
manufacturing of new air conditioners today.

Average lifespan-- When serviced annually and properly
maintained the average life of a typical AC unit is about 15 years.  

 www.meflow.com

SPECIAL OFFERS FOR OUR FRIENDS AT ROTONDA! 

Have Questions? Call or Text Us! 703-936-6966

Request a FREE quote today to

replace your HVAC system!
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SHRED DAY
SATURDAY, JUNE 11TH

Back by popular demand, the Rotonda is hosting 
another Shred Day for all residents. This is a great 
time to get rid of all the extra paperwork in your 

condo and in your storage unit!

BUILDING 1
BUILDING 2
BUILDING 3 & 6
BUILDING 4
BUILDING 5

9:00 am         10:00 am
10: 00 am      11: 00 am
11: 00 am      12: 00 pm
12:00 pm       1:00 pm
1:00 pm          2:00 pm 

-
-
-
-
-

The shredding truck will be 
parked in the loading dock 
on the level of B2 level of 
each building during the 

times listed in the chart to 
the left.

ELEVATOR MAINTENANCE
THEY’RE IN GOOD SHAPE!

The Rotonda has performed a series of elevator assessments in the prior years which were primarily for the 
purpose of preventative maintenance performance by the elevator contractor (ELCON). The most recent as-
sessment, however, was for both preventative maintenance and to take a deeper look at the overall condition 
of the (15) elevators with respect to their remaining serviceable life for reserves funding. 

The good news is that the elevators are in better condition than originally believed, and should last about an-
other 10 years before a complete overhaul is required. The independent contractor also confirmed that Elcon 
is doing an adequate job on maintaining the elevators. 

Measurement and evaluation of the performance of each elevator included the below items to determine its 
efficiency and level of adjustment as compared with established standards. The assessment concluded that 
elevator floor-to-floor and door performance times are operating within current industry standards, and ride 
quality of the elevators in terms of acceleration, deceleration and stopping accuracy on the elevators are also 
within current industry standards. One thing we can all do to keep the elevators running smoothly is to not 
hold doors the open.
• Floor-to-floor time
• Door open/close time
• Short/long door hold open time
• Interrupted ray time
• Acceleration/deceleration quality
• Ride quality
• Stopping accuracy

 

One of the Hollister  
Whitney geared 

machines

The MCE       
controller 

panel



RECYCLING 101 SERIES 
PART 1 - WHAT’S RECYCLABLE?

Confused about which items you can recycle and which should go in the trash?  You’re not alone – the rules 
for recycling have evolved over time.  The following items can and should be put in the recycle (blue) bins:  

Paper – mail, newspapers, cereal boxes, homework, etc. The paper should be clean.  Never recycle any paper 
that has personal information like Social Security numbers or prescription bottles.  

Plastic – most common household plastics such as bottles, jugs, and jars. This is just about anything that held 
a beverage, including OJ, soda, or water but does NOT include waxy milk cartons.  

Metal – beer cans, vegetable and soup cans, tuna and cat food cans, etc.  

Cardboard – please break the boxes down and fold them up to fit in the bin.  
Take the really large boxes to the dumpster behind Building V.  And pizza 
boxes?  Nope, these go in the trash.  

Items like those above belong in the large blue recycle bin in the trash room.  

Glass bottles and jars should be placed in the smaller purple recycle bin in 
the trash room.  

Please rinse out items before placing them in the bins in order to prevent 
odors and attracting roaches.  

Next issue: Part 2 – What’s Not Recyclable  

BICYCLES - REGISTRATION & STORAGE
Most bicycles at the Rotonda are stored in the bike racks provided at the entrances to the garages.  Bikes 

that are kept in these racks must be registered with a decal and serial number at the Management Office.  The 
racks are checked each spring and unregistered bicycles are removed.  

Residents with a garage space may choose to store up to two bikes in their garage space.  However, some 
residents with high-end bikes may prefer to keep them in either their unit or storage space.  But wherever 
bikes are kept, Policy Resolution 31 is clear: no bikes are allowed in the lobbies; bikes must exit and enter the 
buildings only through the B-1 and B-2 garage levels.  

Please also note that bikes must be moved within the 
buildings only in the freight/service elevator.  Finally, unless 
you have an enclosed balcony with a ceiling to floor window 
covering, bikes may not be stored on the balcony.  

Your cooperation and consideration 
 for your fellow residents is appreciated.  

- The Covenants Committee     

BY THE COVENANTS COMMITTEE

The     otonda     ostrum 10



the Office of Dr. Bernard Lynch

TYSONS CORNER
Dental Care

BERNARD W. LYNCH, DMD, FAGD, LVIF
TYSONS CORNER DENTAL CARE

8363-B Greensboro Drive • McLean, VA 22102
(571) 888-2965

TysonsCornerDentalCare.com
UPSCALE , RELAXED DENTISTRY

$145* NEW PATIENT SPECIAL • Teeth Cleaning, Exam, X-rays
* Restrictions apply.

PET RULES & 
REMINDERS

All pets must be registered with 
the Management Office and a 
DNA sample is required for all 
dogs.
Pets are not allowed in the 
passenger elevators. If the ser-
vice elevator is in use and you 
must use a passenger elevator, 
please ask permission of those 
on the elevator before entering 
with your pet.
“Pet Areas” are designated 
around the property for pets to 
relieve themselves and waste 
must be collected and properly 
disposed of.
Other than in the Dog Park, 
dogs must be on a leash. This is 
also required by Fairfax County 
Ordinance.

• 

•

•

•

1320 Old Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA 22101
703.790.9090 | McEnearney.com

Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Renneye Pike
Associate Broker, CRS, GRI, ABR, SRES
Lifetime NVAR Top Producers Club
Lifetime NVAR Million Dollar Sales Club
Member NVAR Pioneer Club
703.798.4089 | RPike@McEnearney.com
RotondaResults.com | Rotonda Owner

“Always Give People More Than What They 
Expect To Get.” - Nelson Boswell 

"Renneye was patient, extremely knowledgeable, 

and always had our best interests in mind. Over the 

three months that we worked together, she walked 

us through the entire process. We found our dream 

home at the Rotonda and she helped us realize what 

we need to prioritize. Thank you again for your 

help!" - W.D.

“I want to express my gratitude for Renneye’s 

assistance in obtaining the lease for the seventh 

floor apartment. She is always so knowledgeable & 

kind! ” - B.F.
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Rotonda second grader, Misha Jain wrote a 
beautiful piece about life at the Rotonda
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PHOTOS OF HAPPENINGS
AROUND THE ROTONDA

The Rotonda Library has 
gotten a bit of a makeover 
with fresh new labels and 

tons of new books!

Residents are enjoying 
the warm weather and 

beautiful scenery in the 
wooded trail!

The Children’s Activities 
Committee has hosted 

various gatherings 
including a free Spanish 

lesson with crafts and 
monthly story times!

Do you have photos to share with the community? Email them to 
Gfernandes@rotonda.org to have them featured in future issues of the Rostrum
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LOCAL EVENTS
IN THE TYSONS & MCLEAN AREA

Summer means fresh produce and we are 
fortunate to have several farmers’ markets 
nearby. You can look them up at the links 
provided below: 

McLean Farmer’s Market  
Fridays 8am-12pm  
Address: 1659 Chain Bridge Rd McLean, VA 
22101  
Website: http://www.mcleanfarmersmarket.
com/   

Nova Central Farmer’s Market  
Sundays 8:30am-1pm  
Address: 7731 Leesburg Pike Falls Church, VA 
22043  
Website: https://www.centralfarmmarkets.
com/   

Mosaic Farmer’s Market  
Sundays 9am-2pm  
Address: 2910 District Ave Fairfax, VA 22031  
No website  

Vienna Farmers Market  
Saturdays 8am-12pm 
Address: 120 Cherry St Vienna, VA 22180  
Website: https://optimistclubofgreatervien-
na.org/events/event1.asp   

FARMER’S MARKETS 
IN THE AREA

Tysons Block Party Series at the PARC!
June 17th, July 15th, August 19th
Enjoy music, beer, food and outdoor games!
Address: 8508 Leesburg Pike, Vienna, VA
Learn more at www.celebratefairfax.com/
the-parc-at-tysons 

Sandlot Concert Series at The Boro
Sunday, June 19 from 7pm-9pm
Location: The Sandlot behind The Loft at 
1640 Boro Place, Tysons, VA 22101
Learn more at www.theborotysons.com/
whats-on 

Summerfest on The Plaza
Every Tuesday-Sunday through September
Enjoy live music, cornhole, happy hours and 
outdoor fitness classes
Location: The Plaza at Tysons Corner Center - 
1961 Chain Bridge Rd, Tysons, VA
Learn more at www.tysonscornercenter.com/
events
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Yoyo
Phone: 714-651-2600

RecycledTeenagerSeniors@gmail.com
P.O. Box 8131 Vienna, VA 22182

www.RecycledTeenagerSeniorServices.com

Too busy to help your getting over 
the hill loved ones? 

I provide companionship in a 
light-hearted atmosphere by 

singing, dancing (safely ) laughing, 
teasing, LOL, exercising, stretching, 
and sometimes it only needs a little 
encouragement to bring out a great 

sense of  silliness. 

Please go to my website and 
take a look those videos.

www.RecycledTeenagerSeniorServices.com

Juneteenth ------------------- Sunday, June 19th
A federal holiday in the U.S.                               

commemorating the emancipation
 of enslaved African-Americans

Father’s Day  ----------------- Sunday, June 19th
Show dad you care with a gift or

 by spending some quality time together

Summer Solstice ----------- Tuesday, June 21st
The official first day of Summer and
longest day of sunlight of the year

Independence Day ---------- Monday, July 4th
The day the Declaration of Independence was

 ratified in 1776 announcing the political 
separation of the 13 North American 

colonies from Great Britain

IMPORTANT DATES

SUMMER RECIPE
GINGER 
PEACH 
SODA

INGREDIENTS
1 c. sugar
2 tbsp. minced fresh ginger
2 very ripe peaches
2 liter Seltzer
16 fresh mint leaves

DIRECTIONS
1. In a medium saucepan over medium-low heat, bring 
1 cup water, sugar, and ginger to a gentle simmer, stir-
ring to dissolve sugar. Remove simple syrup from heat, 
cover, and steep for about 30 minutes.

2. Over a medium bowl, pour syrup through a fine-
mesh sieve, pressing minced ginger against sieve with 
the back of a spoon to extract flavor. Discard ginger. 
Cover bowl with plastic wrap, and refrigerate until well 
chilled.

3. Evenly distribute peach slices among 8 tall glasses. 
Pour about 2 tablespoons chilled syrup over peaches. 
(Store remaining syrup in refrigerator for up to 2 weeks.) 
Add ice cubes; then top with seltzer. Stir to distribute 
syrup, peach juice, and seltzer evenly. Garnish with 2 
mint leaves.

*To make it boozy, 
add a splash of rum or 

your favorite spirit

The     otonda     ostrum
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703-291-4576 | FADesignBuild.com | 9979 Main Street, Fairfax 22031

Booking Virtual
& On Site Design

Appointments 

Fully Renovated Condo in the Rotonda - Building 8360
The Rotonda condo community is a landmark in Tyson's Corner — excellent location, large

units, and beautiful grounds. Our client invested in a full remodel to set their unit apart and to
compete in the Tyson's housing boom. With a new open floor plan, updated countertops and

cabinetry, and new flooring throughout they are guaranteed top dollar in today's rental market.
 

There has never been a better time to begin your remodeling project.  Our team is even more
creative and committed to our clients and the work we love. Contact us to book your virtual

design appointment today. Rotonda Residents receive 50% off Design Services. 

C lass  A  Cont rac to r  |  L i censed  |  Bonded  |  I nsured

Interior Residential Remodeling Since 2004

 
Why is  now a  g rea t  t ime  to  remo d e l?  M ee t  w i t h  o u r  d es ig n er
Me l i ssa  F ie ld ing .  She ’ l l  se t  as id e  t ime  ju s t  f o r  yo u  — sh ar in g
her  exper t i se  on  the  remode l ing  p ro cess  an d  t o d ay 's  marke t .  

Ask Mel i ssa


