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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE ROTONDA?

“Maximizing operations and facilities 
to be a luxury high rise condo in the heart 

of the  newest city in the Washington area.”

Rotonda’s Mission Statement

The Rotonda was built in 1979-1980 and is situated on Gantt Hill, which at 512 feet ele-
vation is one of the highest points in Fairfax County.   Giuseppe Cecchi was the developer 
who built the Rotonda, along with many other Washington area projects.  Other notable 
achievements of Cecchi include the Watergate and the Rotonda’s two sister communities, 
Watergate at Landmark in Maryland and Montebello in McLean.  The Rotonda’s Italian 
Renaissance architectural theme reflects Mr. Cecchi’s Italian heritage.

The Rotonda has 1,168 condominiums in the five 10-story high rise buildings and the 
3-unit original sample models building.  The community incorporates 34 acres of grounds, including land-
scaped gardens, a wooded area with picnic and playground facilities, walking and fitness trails, and two 
ponds.  There are also tennis, pickle ball, volley ball and basketball courts.  For the children living here there 
are a mini soccer field, a tricycle and scooter riding court, outdoor play equipment, and an indoor play area.

Elsewhere on the property there is a golf putting green, indoor and outdoor pools, hot and whirlpool 
baths, a world-class Fitness Center, and a smaller Fitness Center Annex in Building 3.  The Community Center 
also has facilities for regular and chair yoga; a multipurpose room that supports an indoor children’s play area; 
table games including ping pong, pool, air hockey and foosball; a free book library; a Wi-Fi supported reading 
and study area; and Women’s and Men’s spas for showering and changing. 

There are approximately 3,200 residents living here and about 700 of them are children.  The Rotonda is 
truly an international community with families moving here from around the world.  At last count, residents 
here speak some 18 different languages and for many of these folks English is not a first or even a second lan-
guage. Some of our international residents are diplomatic staff or represent foreign businesses.  Others come 
for the excellent local public schools or for the lovely grounds, or the security of a fenced and gated facility 
with a 24 hours/day Patrol and Access control staff.

The 1982 Movie, “Best Friends,” starring Burt Reynolds and Goldie Hawn was filmed here at the Rotonda 
and in the 1980’s TV journalist and news host Sam Donaldson lived here.  The Rotonda is also home for senior 
business and government executives and staff.  We are also proud of the number of teachers who call this 
home and find time and energy to help with our children’s programs after long days at their real job.

Many of our residents have volunteered to help out the community by supporting the eleven committees 
the Board has established to help make life more enjoyable.  This year we have some 100 people contributing 
to our committees.  If you haven’t attended some of the Social or Children’s Committee events, you are really 
missing out on some great fun and opportunities to get to know your neighbors.
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TYSONS CASINO - SUMMER UPDATE
ARTICLE BY ROTONDA AD HOC CASINO COMMITTEE 

CHAIR PAULA MARTINO
As you are probably aware, the 2025 casino bill 

was defeated in Richmond thanks to the grassroots 
efforts by citizens and groups in the Greater Tysons 
Region, including Rotonda residents.  Unfortunately, 
another bill is expected to be introduced in the 2026 
session the details of which may not be known until 
late fall/winter.  This does not mean the Tysons casi-
no is not “an issue” right now.  Here are some related 
updates and news items to bring you up to speed:

•   In the Lieutenant Governor Democratic Prima-
ries, which took place on June 17th the candidate Dr. 
Babur Lateef made his stance against a casino in Ty-
sons well-known. His wins in key precincts along the 
Rt. 123 and Rt. 7 corridors, including the Rotonda, 
shows how much Greater Tysons residents appreci-
ate his efforts to stand up for the people who would 
be most affected by this project.

 
•   On June 28th, the Democratic and Republican 

primaries for the 11th Congressional District were 
held. James Walkinshaw, who currently represents 
the Braddock district on the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, won the Democratic nomination by a 
very large margin for the seat vacated by the death 
of Congressman Gerry Connolly. On Walkinshaw’s 
campaign website, he stated this position on the 
Tysons casino: “I’ve been clear from the first time it 
was proposed: a casino in Fairfax County just doesn’t 
make sense.”

 
•   On the Republican side, Stewart Whitson 

secured the Republican nomination for the 11th 
Congressional District. Whitson is a U.S. Army veteran 
and former FBI Special Agent and currently works 
at a conservative think tank. Whitson’s position on a 
Tysons casino is unclear and he has yet to comment 
on the proposal publicly.

**Note:  the above bullet points are for infor-
mational purposes and not intended nor implied 
as Ad Hoc Casino Committee endorsements of 
these candidates.**

In May, Ad Hoc Casino Committee members 
Marlene Olarte, Paula Martino and Rena Seaholm 
attended the Spring Social hosted by Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors Chairman Jeff McKay. This free, 
public event gave us a unique opportunity to have 
several informal conversations with County Super-
visors about the Rotonda community’s continued 
opposition to a Tysons casino.  Here we are pictured 
with Chairman McKay.  

At the time of this writing, our Board Supervisor 
Dalia Palchik has not changed her position on casino 
legislation that targets Tysons.  She does not oppose 
being given the authority to hold a referendum on a 
casino.

Tysons Casino In the News
 
Patch: $2.5m Spent By Tysons Casino Backer On 

Lobbyists, Donations
July 2, 2025
 
Patch: Tysons Casino Backer Donates $105K To GOP 

Candidate Lt. Governor Winsome Earle-Sears
June 24, 2025

The Ad Hoc Casino Committee looks forward to 
continuing to work with you to keep a casino out 
of Tysons!  Watch for casino updates in the Rotonda 
Rostrum, e-newsletter, calls for action and a new 
casino survey coming this fall/winter!
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TURNING PAGES, BUILDING COMMUNITY

The Rotonda Book Club offers more than just a good read—it’s a space where ideas come alive and 
neighbors come together. Each monthly meeting brings an opportunity to engage in thoughtful discussion, 
discover new perspectives, and enjoy the company of fellow book lovers. Whether diving into contemporary 

essays or timeless classics, members are invited to con-
nect through stories that spark curiosity, empathy, and 
lively conversation.

July’s gathering offered a particularly heartfelt 
experience, inspired by The Serviceberry by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer. Rooted in themes of generosity, reciprocity, 
and community, the discussion invited members to 
reflect on the small, everyday ways we can strength-

en our connections with one another. As participants passed around serviceberry bread, fresh cherries, 
strawberries, and cookies, the atmosphere was as nourishing as the conversation itself. Residents explored 
ideas for cultivating neighborly bonds and responded with honesty and care to the book’s reflections on the 
loneliness epidemic. While some questioned whether the author’s proposed solutions were overly simplistic, 
others felt that perhaps simplicity is exactly what’s needed to begin healing what’s broken.

Looking ahead, the club’s August selection is George Orwell’s 1984—a chill-
ing and still-relevant classic that invites readers to grapple with questions of 
surveillance, language, truth, memory, and resistance. This next meeting will 
take place on Thursday, August 21st at 7:00 PM in the Multipurpose Room. 
Whether revisiting the novel or reading it for the first time, participants can 
expect a dynamic and energizing discussion. Attendees are encouraged to bring 
their reflections, questions, and maybe even a themed snack—bonus points for 
anything “Victory”-inspired.

The Rotonda Book Club warmly welcomes new members. Residents who 
are curious, thoughtful, and ready to explore the power of storytelling will find 
a friendly and enriching community waiting for them. There’s no better time to 
join the conversation. Happy reading!

ROTONDA’S BOOK CLUB OPEN DOORS TO MEANINGFUL CONVERSATIONS
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GET TO KNOW OUR GYM MACHINES
“HOW TO USE THE UNIVERSALS” SESSIONS

Hosted by the Fitness Committee 
Friday, September 12 | 7–9 PM 
Saturday, September 13 | 11 AM–12 PM 
At the Fitness Center in the Community Center

The recent fitness equipment survey revealed that many residents aren’t 
fully aware of how to use the universal machines in our gym — or how versa-
tile these machines really are. In response, the Fitness Committee is hosting 
two informative sessions to help residents get the most out of their work-
outs: “How to Use the Universals.” 

Whether you’re new to strength training or just looking to fine-tune your 
form, these sessions will walk you through the basics of universal machine 
use. Learn how to adjust the equipment for your body, use proper technique, 
and avoid common mistakes — all in a welcoming, hands-on environment. 

Choose the session that works best for your schedule or attend both for a 
full refresher. All experience levels are welcome.
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AVOID MAIL ROOM CLUTTER
HERE’S WHAT YOU CAN DO!

We’ve seen an increase in Amazon packages be-
ing left in the mail room, blocking access and creat-
ing tripping hazards. Management has met with 
Amazon representatives and updated our delivery 
rules in their system—but the issue continues. 
Their advice? Complaints are most effective when 
they come directly from customers.

Here’s how you can help:
1.	 Log into your Amazon Profile 

page
2.	 Under Delivery Instructions, 

write: “Please deliver to my 
front door. Do not leave in the 
mail room.”

Residents who’ve done this report 
reliable front-door deliveries. Your action makes a 
difference.

For escalation please contact:

Shipping & Delivery Support
amzl-address-info@amazon.com
Tel: 844-370-7615

For escalation please contact:

Shipping & Delivery Support
amzl-address-info@amazon.com
Tel: 844-370-7615

If you’ve done this and still find your packages being 
delivered to the mailroom, call Amazon at 844-370-7615 to 
report missed front-door deliveries.

In addition to updating your Amazon preferences, here 
are a few other ways everyone can help keep the mail room 
accessible and safe:

•	 Pick up packages promptly—especially over week-
ends and holidays when volume increases
•	 Break down and recycle boxes in the desig-
nated recycling area instead of leaving them 
behind.
•	 Use secure package lockers or Amazon Hub 
when possible for higher-value items.

We’ll continue working with Amazon and 
other carriers to advocate for safe, efficient de-

livery. Thank you for helping keep our mail room clear, safe, 
and accessible for everyone.
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DON’T FLUSH WET WIPES, 
EVEN “FLUSHABLE” ONES

As convenient as wet wipes can be—whether 
for cleaning, personal hygiene, or disinfecting—
please remember: wet wipes should never be 
flushed down the toilet, even if the packaging 
claims they are “flushable.”

While it may seem harmless, flushing wet 
wipes causes serious damage to plumbing 
systems—both in your unit and throughout the 
entire Rotonda community.

Why “Flushable” Doesn’t Mean Safe for 
Pipes

According to municipal wastewater authori-
ties and plumbing professionals, most so-called 
“flushable” wipes don’t break down like toilet 
paper does. Instead, they remain largely intact 
as they travel through the sewer system. Over a 
short time, wipes will:

•	 Clog pipes and building sewer lines, lead-
ing to messy, expensive backups.

•	 Contribute to fatbergs, which are massive 
blockages made of wipes, grease, and 
other debris. 

•	 Damage pumps and treatment equipment 
at wastewater facilities, increasing mainte-
nance costs and environmental risk.

The Rotonda has experienced an uptick in 
plumbing problems due to improper disposal 
of wipes and other non-flushable items. These 
issues can and will cause backups that affect 
multiple tiers, or even the entire lower-level of a 
building. This issue leads to very costly repairs, 
and can even temporarily shut down of water 
supply for the entire building until the issue is 
resolved. When a 10” sewer main is clogged with 
wipes, it’s a serious problem. 

Residents need to pay special attention to 
other key factors that are clogging the sewer 
mains, the following items should never be put 
down the toilet or drain: 

•	 Flushable wipes, frequently used by Care 
Providers (primary problem item).  Photo: 
Wipes clogging a pipe at The Rotonda

•	 Egg shells, celery, rice, potato peels, corn 
husks, coffee grounds.

•	 Grease and cooking oils; do not pour 
down the sink, let it solidify then dispose 
of trash. 

•	 Paint, drywall compounds, chemicals. 

Let’s work together to keep our community 
plumbing system running smoothly. A good rule 
of thumb: If it’s not toilet paper, don’t flush it.

Thank you for helping maintain a clean and 
functional home for everyone at the Rotonda!
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ROTONDA’S CHILDREN’S COMMITTEE
A POWERFUL FORCE FOR CONNECTION & COMMUNITY
In a community as diverse and vibrant as Rotonda, where 1,168 condos are home to people of all ages and back-

grounds, it’s rare to find an initiative that brings children and adults together using Rotonda amenities. 

Celebrating ten years, The Rotonda Children’s Committee has become one of the most meaningful forces in our 
community. What began as a small initiative to support children at Rotonda has grown into a dynamic and deeply 
valued committee with a far-reaching influence.

What makes this committee especially remarkable is its intergenerational membership. Its 
members range from an elementary school student, a high schooler, to dedicated parents, a 
teacher, and retirees. This blend of ages, perspectives, and life experiences 
has created a rich environment for collaboration.

The committee’s mission is to support the well-being, creativity, and 
development of the youngest members of our community. But along the 

way, it has strengthened the fabric of the entire Rotonda community, which is echoed by the 
Children’s Committee’s close partnership with the Welcome and Social Committee and jointly 
co-sponsoring parties and other events.

Events, programs, and volunteer opportunities initiated by the committee have brought 
neighbors together, sparked friendships, and fostered a sense of belonging. From organizing school supply drives 
and seasonal celebrations, to mentoring programs and educational activities, the committee continues to show 

how valuable it is — on so many levels. Examples of these are: picnic, swap day, Norooz Persian 
new year, pool party, making gingerbread men, kid’s yoga, art event, Diwali, Zumba, babysitting 
for date nights, Maslenitsa Russian folk show, kid’s business day, game night, story times, trunk 
or treat, Alice GuZheng Ensemble Chinese new year, teen hangout, board game night, Easter, 
Halloween party, toddler’s play-date, craft hour, football potluck, Bingo, Uno tournament, bas-
ketball, and soccer.

The impact isn’t just felt by the children. Retirees have found 
renewed purpose. Parents have discovered support. Teachers and 
caregivers have connected with like-minded neighbors. And our 

youngest members are growing up in a community where they feel seen, encouraged, 
and included. In a world that often feels disconnected, the Children’s Committee is a 
shining example of what’s possible when a community comes together across genera-
tions with shared values and a common goal.

Rotonda is lucky to have such a group — and it’s clear: the value of the Children’s Com-
mittee is immeasurable, and its positive impact will be felt for years to come.

Looking ahead, the committee is excited to ex-
plore even more intergenerational events to further 
strengthen our bonds and make Rotonda an even 
more inclusive and joyful place to live. If you’d like 

to suggest an idea, participate in an upcoming event, or volunteer your 
time or skills — whether you’re 9 or 90 — we warmly invite you to join us. 
Together, we can continue to build something truly special.

Article by Rotonda Children’s Committee member Laleh Teymurian
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RESERVE PROJECTS AROUND THE PROPERTY

Residents may have noticed significant progress 
across the property this summer as major reserve 
projects continue to advance. Here’s a roundup of 
where things stand as of mid-July:

Building 1 Front Entrance Canopy
The dramatic glass installation is now complete, 

with each of the nine large panels carefully lifted 
into place using an electronic suction device. The 
shaded glass not only enhances the visual appeal 
of the canopy but also helps block intense sun rays. 
Stainless steel drainage grates have been installed 
on both sides, although some adjustments are 
needed to prevent them from flipping when stepped 
on. Lighting is now visible at night, although minor 
adjustments need to be made. The next Building to 
be worked on is Building 5, where work is scheduled 
to start in early August.

Building 4 Sliding 
Door Replacements 

This project is 99% 
complete, with only three 
sliding doors remaining 
to be installed. These will 
be addressed once the 
associated unit owners 
return from overseas, with 
Aeroseal expected to complete the final installations 
by the end of July.

Greensboro Pedestrian Gate
There are no changes since the last report. The 

project remains paused as the team awaits revised 
pricing for stronger and more accessible modifica-
tions to the gate, fencing, and security components.

International Gatehouse
Demolition is delayed due to complications with 

rerouting the main power line, currently encased in a 
concrete box four feet underground. Careful excava-
tion is underway to avoid damaging the main feed, 
which would be extremely costly to replace. Inside 
the gatehouse, demolition has yet to begin. We ex-
pect this project to be back on track in early August.

Building 2 Garage                  
Renovation

Workers have begun removing 
the old waterproofing in strips 
and identifying areas that require 
repair, which are more numerous 
than in other garages. The garage 
is well ventilated with large 
exhaust hoses, and markings 
indicate areas slated for patching. 
A future project will be needed to address extensive 
rusting in the ceiling’s embedded lighting conduits.

Building 3                 
Façade Project

This project is on sched-
ule. Crews have shifted work 
to the rear of Building 3. The 
back lane is closed during 
working hours while façade 
repairs continue.

Sport Courts Restoration
Crews are repairing low spots and rebuilding 

sunken areas of the court. Unfortunately, progress 
was briefly disrupted when paint was thrown on the 
basketball court after hours. Restoration continues, 
with careful 
surface level-
ing required 
throughout.

Article                
continues on     
next page -->

UPDATES FROM THE FACILITIES MANAGER
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Community Center Reorganization 
Following resident and committee feedback:

•	 Two large mirrors replaced the yoga room’s glass 
doors.

•	 The juice bar was removed and briefly replaced 
with a foosball table, although both it and the 
ping-pong table have since been returned to their 
original spots by resident action.

•	 An air hockey table was moved into the small 
video room, with new power lines run for its oper-
ation. 

•	 Dead weights are still pending relocation.

Electrical Preventative Maintenance
Once Dominion Energy confirms the planned outages, 

Mona Electrical will begin work. Initial efforts will focus 
on building infrastructure, followed later by meter circuit 
breaker replacements in Buildings 3, 4, and 5.

Security Access System Upgrades
The Board of Directors approved the bid by Con-

dortech (CTS) for Security & Access Control System 
Replacement at the July 22 Board Meeting. Refer to the 
Board Packet available on Building Link for more informa-
tion on what to expect. Stay tuned for more information 
in future updates.

Residents can always view 
the full monthly update pre-
sentations by the Facilities 
Director in the BuildingLink 
Library under “Projects & 
Repair Notifications.”



The     otonda     ostrum

14

Now offering 
same-day 

appointments for 
orthopedic care.

SELF-SCHEDULE HERE

washingtonsportsinstitute.com

Highline at Greensboro District
8401 Greensboro Dr., Suite 120

McLean, VA 22102 

571.899.3590
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
SAFETY STARTS WITH US

As a new school year begins, let’s work 
together to keep our community safe and wel-
coming for students walking to and from the 
bus stops.

Please remember: the speed 
limit throughout the Rotonda is 
15 miles per hour. Driving slowly 
and staying alert can help prevent 
accidents and ensure the safety of 
our youngest residents.

When school 
buses are present, 
Virginia law requires 
all vehicles to stop 

while children are boarding or getting off the 
bus. No matter how busy the day gets, taking a 
brief pause can protect lives.

Don’t forget to yield to 
pedestrians at all times—
whether they’re kids with 
backpacks, parents with 
strollers, or neighbors out 
for a walk. This is especially 
important at the entrance 
gates, traffic circles, and areas 
with limited visibility. Always 
come to a complete stop 
when someone is crossing 
and make eye contact when possible to ensure 
they feel seen and safe.

Together, these small actions 
go a long way in creating a safe 
environment for everyone. 

For a refresher on our vehicle 
policies, visit the BuildingLink 
Library under “Policy Resolutions 
- PR 12 Vehicle Policy” or stop by 
the Front Desk at the Community 
Center and grab a brochure. 

CLASSIFIED AD 
GUIDELINES

The Rotonda community bulletin boards—
both in person and online through Rotonda 
Home Link—are a great way for residents to 
share announcements, sell gently used items, 
or find a pet sitter or tutor. But to keep things 
running smoothly and fairly for everyone, 
please be mindful of a few important guide-
lines.

•	 Keep It Short and Sweet: While you’re 
allowed up to 3,000 characters, we 
encourage keeping your ad between 
500–1,000 characters to be courteous 
of how much space it takes up on the 
physical bulletin boards and to help 
keep things easy for neighbors to read.

•	 One Week at a Time: Ads are posted for 
one week, from Thursday to Thursday. 
If you’d like your ad to continue, you’ll 
need to re-submit it each week—wheth-
er online or at the Front Desk.

•	 Two Ads Max Per Week: Each unit may 
submit up to two notices per week

•	 No Commercial Soliciting: Ads must be 
personal in nature—no retail, business 
promotion, or resale items are allowed 
(though on-site babysitting, pet sitting, 
and tutoring services are welcome). 

All submissions 
will be reviewed 
by Management to 
ensure they meet the 
requirements outlined 
in Policy Resolution 
#33: Owner Commu-
nication, available on 
Building Link or at the 
Front Desk. 
 
Let’s work together to 
keep our community 
spaces clear, courte-
ous, and useful for everyone!
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UPCOMING LOCAL 
EVENTS

Old Firehouse Block Party
Sat, Sep 20th at 1pm

1440 Chain Bridge Rd, McLean, VA
Enjoy music, giveaways, games, food, crafts, a 
50th Anniversary mural unveiling, and more!

Details at www.mcleancenter.org/events

The Reset Immersive Sound Experience
Fri, Aug 8th at 8pm

Filene Center - 1551 Trap Road Vienna, VA
Journey beyond the traditional concert expe-

rience into a space of profound transformation 
with sound healing artist Davin Youngs.

Tickets at www.wolftrap.org

UPCOMING EVENTS 
AT ROTONDA

Middle Eastern Food Festival
Aug 30th & 31st at 11am

8501 Lewinsville Rd, McLean, VA
32nd annual festival featuring authentic Middle 

Eastern food, pastries, music and dancing, as 
well as vendors, church tours, and activities for 

both children and adults.
Details at www.middleeasternfoodfestival.com
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