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IN THIS ISSUE

We are moving into the fourth quarter of 2022, and as usual, 
the Rotonda is a hub of activity. The Management Staff is busy 
with maintenance and replacement projects. The committees 
are busy with scheduled activities. The Board of Directors is busy 
completing its work schedule for the year.

This issue of the Rostrum is full of details about these activ-
ities. I also want to offer thoughts about a process the Board 
of Directors has undertaken this year, meeting with its professional advisors, and 
about one its most important duties, which is “to prepare an annual budget for 
2023, in which there shall be established the assessments of each Unit Owner for 
the Common Expenses”.

What about the Annual Budget for 2023?

 The assessments for 2023 will increase 2.4% over the level for 2022. Maintain-
ing this level of assessments was difficult in the current climate of high inflation, 
which is at or about 8%. 

What was working to increase costs? Sprint canceled its antenna contract, one 
of the sources of additional income. Utility costs are rising. The fuel component of 
the electricity bill is at an all-time high. Fairfax County increased Water and Sewer 
rates. Natural Gas prices have also skyrocketed. Contractors have increased their 
prices and/or added fuel cost riders. The contribution to the Replacement Reserve 
Fund is increased again in 2023. Most importantly, the cost of recruiting and keep-
ing staff is harder and harder in the current labor market. The minimum wage in 
Virginia will rise again in 2023, and it is already higher in neighboring jurisdictions. 
A significant increase in the budget for payroll was required in the 2023 budget. 

MAINTAINING MOMENTUM AND BALANCE
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RCUOA ANNUAL MEETING
SET FOR TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6TH  

This year’s Annual Owners’ Meeting will take place on Tuesday, December 6th, 2022 at 7pm via Zoom. There will be, 
however, an option of participating in person in the Community Center, where there will be a projector screen set up 
as well as a few socially distanced seats for owners who do not have access to a Zoom link. 

The Notice of the Annual Meeting will be mailed in early November to on site and offsite owners and will include 
information on candidates, electronic voting information, and paper ballots for voting in person. Information about 
voting and the Annual Meeting will be also advertised on the Bulletin Boards. We had excellent results using the Zoom 
option last year and had a much larger attendance than we had in previous years.

For those new to the Rotonda community, the Annual Owners’ Meeting is held in accordance with Article II, Section 
2, of the Association Bylaws and includes several separate events. The main event is the election of members to the 
Board of Directors, but the meeting will also include an address by the Board President on the “State of the Rotonda.” 

How did we avoid an even larger increase in assessments? We successfully negotiated contracts on a multi-year basis 
that have avoided sudden large increases. The elimination of the shuttle bus allowed for an almost 1.5% lower increase. 
We negotiated a Natural Gas purchase in 2021, covering three years starting in 2022, at a rate much lower than the current 
market rate. Staff salaries have long been supplemented by employment benefits that make the Rotonda an attractive 
employer. The Replacement Reserve plan maintains an aggressive program of component replacement and benefits from 
the work already invested over past years to move those projects forward.

While a 2.4% increase is a tough price to pay in increased assessments, it is a modest amount reflecting the philosophy 
that costs will always increase. A small annual increase each year helps obviate the need for dramatic large periodic 
increases. We will distribute a copy of the 2023 Approved Budget later this month.

The Board and Management do not work in a vacuum. A group of Professional advisors provide advice, information, and 
guidance as they perform their duties. At Board Meetings this year, the Board met with the following professionals:

• The Association Auditor, John Deane, of the firm Johnson, Bremer & Ignatio, CPA’s, P.C. Each year the firm conducts a 
Certified Audit of the Association’s finances.

• The Insurance Broker, Tom Danaher, President, Danaher Skewes & Associates. The Master Insurance program is an 
essential element of the Risk Management program for the Rotonda.

• A Licensed Engineer, Michael Violette, P.E., RRC, Violette Engineering, LLC. He prepared a Structural evaluation of the 
property as well as the contract documents for the recent Concrete and Paving work.

• Fire Protection Engineers, Matthew Lausch, PE, and Garrett Wack, of Jensen Hughes, Inc.- They will be preparing a design 
and contract documents for replacement of the Fire Alarm system in Building III.  

• Investment Advisor, Theodore Hart, Portfolio Management Director, Morgan Stanley Wealth Management Group. 

Other professionals include:
• A Professional Property Management Staff
• Associa- Community Management Corporation- Managing Agent
• Whiteford, Taylor & Preston L.L.P.- Corporate Counsel
• Segan Mason & Mason- Collections Counsel
• Facility Engineering Associates (FEA), Engineering Consultants 
• Michael Blades & Associates, Ltd, Elevator Consultants

Together with these professionals and hand-in-hand with the Rotonda Management and Staff, the Board performs the 
duties necessary for the administration of the affairs of the Unit Owners Association.

Continued on Page 4 ->
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AN UPDATE ON PROJECTS
AROUND THE PROPERTY

Continued on Page 14 -->

1. Carpet Replacement & Lobby Flooring

As of the first week of October, the carpet installation in Buildings  I, II, and V are complete, and contractors 
have begun installing carpet in Building III. The long-awaited travertine tile work also began the same week 
in the Building V lobby.  We expect the lobby carpets in all of the other buildings to be removed as soon as 
possible, so the tile work can proceed quickly.

2. Concrete Repairs 
In mid-September, the sidewalks, curbs, and circles in front of 
every Building as well as the main entrance of the Community 
Center underwent concrete repairs.
<---

3. Milling & Paving Repair

In mid-September, the large portions of the 
parking lots under-went milling and paving 
repairs to fix cracks and other pavement 
deterioration.   --->

This year, the election will be for three Director seats with 3-year terms expiring in December 2025. A 
Nomination Petition for Candidates has been distributed to all unit owners, and the deadline to submit your 
nominations is November 6th. Nomination documents must be sent via email to secretary@rotonda.org or 
dropped off at the front desk in the Community Center no later than 11:59 PM on Sunday, November 6th, 
2022 (if sent via email, please include the subject line: Attention: 2021 Election). 

This year, the election will be for three Director seats with 3-year terms expiring in December 2025. A 
Nomination Petition for Candidates has been distributed to all unit owners, and the deadline to submit your 
nominations is November 6th. Nomination documents must be sent via email to secretary@rotonda.org or 
dropped off at the front desk in the Community Center no later than 11:59 PM on Sunday, November 6th, 
2022 (if sent via email, please include the subject line: Attention: 2021 Election). 

RCUOA ANNUAL MEETING CONT.
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RECYCLING 101 SERIES
PART 3 - Hazardous Waste Disposal

Hazardous waste includes items such as automotive fluids, motor oil, car batteries, oil-based paint and paint 
thinners, wood stains and varnish, preservatives, poisons, and the like.  A complete list can be found at 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/household-hazardous-waste.   

Disposal of such items is free to Fairfax County residents.  See the web site for locations and times.  However, 
if you have unused latex paint, there is an easy and safe way to dispose of it in the trash: 

 - Divide the paint into small amounts, 1/3-full can or less; 

 - Add kitty litter, sand or shredded newspaper into the liquid latex paint  
  and mix well; 

 - Leave the lid off, set aside and allow the paint to completely dry; 

 - Dispose of the can with the dried paint in the trash. 

Even easier, if you have only a small amount of latex paint, just brush it on cardboard piec-
es, let them dry, and then put them in the trash.  Let the can sit with the top off until the 
residue dries and then dispose of the can in the trash (having put the top back on).

A free brochure is available on the Fairfax county 
website (link above) with more information on 

proper hazardous waste disposal
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THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW
ABOUT THE ROTONDA

SECURITY CORNER
Video Doorbell Cameras 

Decrease Risk of Theft 

Accessing and Sharing the Rostrum Online

Share snapshots of what happens at the Rotonda with friends and family 
outside the community by accessing the rostrum online at www.rotonda.org/
newsletters. Send the URL to friends and family.

Receiving Alerts from Management

Did you know that Management sends out alerts about repairs, water 
shut-offs, and similar events by using the contact email and phone 
number provided in your Building Link account? If you would like to 
receive these notices and updates, please ensure your Building Link 
profile contains your best contact email and phone number. Go to 
www.rotondaresidents.com to update your profile. 

In-Unit Service

The Rotonda has initiated a program to provide 
preventive maintenance and repair of selected 
items within your unit upon your request. The pur-
pose of the program is to increase the level of ser-
vice to residents, perform preventive maintenance 
on items that will help reduce utility expenses for 
the Condominium as a whole, and provide repairs 
at a cost lower than commercial contractors and 
vendors. The terms of the program are contained in 
Policy Resolution 98-200 and the services and fee 
schedule is outlined in Administrative Resolution 
283.

TO SCHEDULE:
You can use Rotonda Buildinglink
to arrange In-Unit Services. Under “Maintenance,” 
select “In-Unit Service.” Then select “New Request.”

Or contact the Maintenance Coordinator on week-
days at: 703-821-0100, ext. 711 or Email: blam-
mers@rotonda.org

Please Note: There is a cost for labor and parts. 
Owners will be billed after service is performed.

Being able to see who is at your front door, whether 
you’re home or not, is a valuable asset for the security 
of your home and packages. Here are a few brands we 
recommend:

Arlo Video Doorbell
Easy to install, features HD video, built-in siren, 
two-way audio, motion detection zones
Starts at $3/month

Nest Doorbell 
Easy setup, battery-powered, works with Google 
Assistant, alerts for packages, people, animals  
and vehicles

Ring Video Doorbell Pro 2
Best high-end doorbell cam, features superwide 
field of view, radar sensing and bird’s-eye’view 
mode, end-to-end video encryption. 
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ROTONDA AMENITIES SPOTLIGHT
THERE’S SO MUCH TO ENJOY!

WHO MAKES YOU HAPPY 
WHEN YOU GET HOME?

SUBMIT PHOTOS OF YOUR 
PETS TO BE FEATURED IN THE 
NEXT ISSUE OF THE ROSTRUM

EMAIL OR TEXT YOUR PHOTOS TO 
GFERNANDES@ROTONDA.ORG

Electric Vehicle Charging Station

There is a 24-hour charging station for electric vehicles located in the Community Center 
Parking Lot.

How it works: Drivers must establish a personal ChargePoint account. They then simply plug 
in their Electric Vehicle, swipe their ChargePoint card, and wait for the charge to complete. 
When they unplug, the account is logged off. They then drive away. 

Refer to the brochure on Building Link titled “Electric Vehicle Charging Station for details on 
how to set up your account and use the mobile app.

Fitness Center

The newly renovated Fitness Center includes a Yoga Studio 
with Wellbeats system, treadmills, ellipticals and stationary 
bikes available for cardio workouts, and a variety of free 
weights and machines for strength training. Located in the 
lower level of the Community Center. Open from 6:00am-
9:00pm.  

Dog Park 

There is an off-leash fenced dog park, modeled after 
Fairfax County’s off-leash dog parks available on the 
property in the wooded area behind the tennis and 
basketball courts behind Building 5. Remember to 
bring water as there is no water source in the park. 
Parking spots available by the car wash area.

Dogs should be on a leash until passing the first 
gate, then can be taken off their leash before passing 
through the second gate. 
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REVIEWS OF THE ROTONDA
RESIDENTS AND GUESTS GIVE IT FIVE STARS!

“EXCELLENT GROUNDS - they do a great job of maintaining the property. Super 
convenient location to everything in Tysons Corner.  Good security.”“A very nice place to stay 

with very rich amenities.  We 
love the community”

“Great security, gorgeous landscaping.  Very well maintained and clean.  New 
renovated activities center. Indoor pool!  Lots of children in development in a great 

school district.  Traffic at rush hour is crazy.  Convenient to everything.”
“Very safe and well-maintained 

development with lots of amenities. 
Love the walking trails, tennis & 

basketball courts.”

“Superb condominium complex. 
Situated in a perfect position for Tysons 

Mall and access to the major highways.  
The units are excellent, light, spacious 

with an accent for comfortable 
modern living.”

“Very conveniently located gated 
community that is under a caring

 management office.”

“This is a great place to live. 
Everything is green, quiet enough. 

Just A class: corridors like a luxury hotel, 
fountains, fitness center, swimming pool, you 

can rent an office room for work activities.
 I am very pleased”

Rotonda’s Mission Statement:
“Maximizing operations and facilities to be a  luxury high rise condo 

in the heart of the  newest city in  the Washington area.”
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HALLOWEEN WEEKEND EVENTS 
AT THE ROTONDA

It is with great pleasure that we welcome the highly anticipated activity of Trick-or-Treating back to Rotonda this 
Halloween, after a full weekend of fun activities and delicious treats!

If you would like to entertain these costumed kiddos with treats, please make sure to stop by the Front Desk in 
the Community Center beginning Monday, October 17th, to pick up an orange-colored ribbon. Tying this ribbon 
on your front door knob from 6-8:30 PM on Halloween signifies you are participating in Trick-or-Treating, and 
children can feel free to knock on your door. If there is no ribbon, children should leave your door undisturbed. 

When you pick up your ribbon, you will also be asked to put your name and building/unit number on a list 
which will be handed out to children wishing to trick-or-treat as an added help for them in distinguishing which 
units are participating. Children wishing to trick-or-treat should pick up this list during the day on October 31. 

When purchasing treats to distribute, please choose only wrapped and sealed 
candy or snacks to hand out to spooky visitors to ensure their safety. Drivers on 
property will also want to be on the lookout that evening as children will make 
their way from building-to-building. We also ask children who are participating 
to be alert for cars driving on property. This way, everyone on property can have 
a very Happy Halloween!

TRICK-OR-TREATING RETURNS TO ROTONDA!
MONDAY, OCTOBER 31ST FROM 6-8:30PM
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Information to help you decide when it's time to replace your R-22 system
HVAC: Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning 

The price of R-22 has skyrocketed
resulting in significantly higher
repair bills for air conditioners
that are 15-plus years old and use
R-22 as the refrigerant. 

ABOUT OLDER HVAC SYSTEMS 
USING R-22 REFRIGERANT

 

Depending on the exact age of your
system, over time replacement
parts could get harder to find, and
the price for R-22 refrigerant will
get more expensive-- as production
has stopped.  
Before you invest in another repair

to an older system - let M.E. Flow
help you with a FREE Repair vs.

Replacement Assessment! 

More efficient unit
Extended warranties available
Peace of mind
Environmentally safe unit

SEER rating -- SEER measures air conditioners’ cooling efficiency.
A higher SEER rating means greater energy efficiency. Today the
Department of Energy (DOE) mandates for our region 14 SEER,
using R410A refrigerant. 

Facing frequent repairs? If your equipment requires frequent repairs and you notice your
energy bills rising, your equipment is becoming less efficient and it may be time to replace. 

Why R-22 Refrigerant is so costly--  The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) determined that R-22 damages the ozone layer and is
currently in the last few years of phasing out R-22. With the phasing
out, the EPA has stopped the production of R-22 and no longer
allows it to be imported. R410A is the refrigerant used in the
manufacturing of new air conditioners today.

Average lifespan-- When serviced annually and properly
maintained the average life of a typical AC unit is about 15 years.  

 www.meflow.com

SPECIAL OFFERS FOR OUR FRIENDS AT ROTONDA! 

Have Questions? Call or Text Us! 703-936-6966

Request a FREE quote today to
replace your HVAC system!
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GET TO KNOW ROTONDA’S TREES
You may have seen these beautiful trees with 
bright purple, pink, and white flowers around 
the property. 

The crape myrtle is a deciduous, small to me-
dium sized shrub or small tree with a variable, 
moderately dense foliage, and is often multi-
stemmed. 

The showy pink flowers have wrinkled pet-
als like crepe paper. The foliage is dark green 
changing in fall to yellows, oranges, and reds. 

The thin gray bark is exfoliating (peeling off), 
exposing a smooth, variable-colored under 
bark ranging from brown to gray.

ROTONDA’S LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE
AT WORK AROUND THE PROPERTY

Have you seen the beautiful arrangement of plants and rocks by the 
International Gate? McFall & Berry and Facilities Director Guy Sturms 
worked hard to create this award-winning design with shaded land-
scaped benches for residents to come and enjoy, meet their neigh-
bors, bring their dog, or greet for the school bus. 

This area has evolved into an important location for parents and 
guardians to gather and wait for their young ones to arrive home 
from school. There is stair access from Behind Building I that leads 
directly up to the benches and circle where the school bus stops. 
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AN UPDATE ON PROJECTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

4. Fairfax Water Valve Project Restoration

What was all that digging in front of buildings III, 
IV, and V in early September? Why did the water 
have to be turned off to the whole building? 
Fairfax Water chose this time to come on the 
property and perform maintenance on the main 
water valves serving those three buildings. Those 
valves are five feet underground and can only be 
accessed for maintenance by digging holes in the 
parking lot.

5. Mandatory Fire Alarm Testing 

In late October, contractors will  inspect the fire alarms in each unit per Fairfax Fire code, which requires that the 
inspectors confirm that every device, including the speakers in your unit are operating. Our contractor, Mona Elec-
trical (Fire Division) will access ALL units per the below schedule beginning at 10:00 a.m. to approximately 12:00 
noon. This inspection will be very quick, as only the contractor is expected to enter your unit and only as far as the 
speaker location. Questions? Call the Front Desk at 703-821-0100.

What You Need To Do:

1. Review the Inspection Schedule for your Building. Be Prepared!

2. Be near your door at 10:00 a.m. for contractors to verify speaker operation. The building alarm will be sounding 
until the inspection is completed for all floors.

3. If you do not open your door or are 
not home, a Security Escort will unlock 
your unit with the Emergency Key on file 
to provide the contractor access to the 
speaker location. Only the contractor will 
enter your unit.

** If inspectors cannot gain access to 
a Unit, a repeat inspection will be per-
formed, possibly at the expense of the 
resident(s). Repeat inspection dates will 
be announced for the entire building as 
frequently as needed until 100% com-
pletion.

Inspection Schedule 
(Inspection begins at 10 a.m.)

Please ensure you have an 
Emergency Key on file as required 

by the  Association to prevent 
testing delay!
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ROTONDA RESIDENTS
WE WELCOME YOU!

The Alden in McLean is a 
small, intimate theater that 

presents national and 
international touring acts in: 

DANCE MUSIC

THEATER COMEDY

FAMILY
ENTERTAINMENT

Use the promo code 
“ROTONDA” for a special  
discount on your tickets.

1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean, Va. 22101ALDENTHEATRE.ORG FREE ONSITE PARKING

NATALIA SIMONOVA 
Homes LLC


202-344-6168 
NataliaSNOVA@gmail.com 
nataliasimonova.ttrsir.com 
Licence in VA, DC, MD 

TTR Sotheby’s International 
Realty 

6723 Whittier Ave 

Are you thinking about  
buying or selling? 

Call me first for free consultation! 

Your local next door realtor! 
NATALIA SIMONOVA 

202-344-6168

Deliver 5-STAR, extraordinary cus-
tomer service!

WATCH OUT FOR SCAMS
TIPS TO MAINTAIN YOUR PRIVACY

Every day, thousands of people get scammed 
out of their money or privacy through various 
methods, such as phone calls, text messages, 
phishing emails, and letters.  Here are some tips 
to avoid being scammed:

1. Never click on any links in a text message or     
     email from an unrecognized sender
2.  Do a quick Google search on the description     
      of the message received plus the word “scam.”
3. Use a second avenue of verification; e.g.: if        
      you receive an email from an organization 
      asking for money, look for their phone 
      number to call and verify
4. Don’t leave a trusted payment app to pay for  
     anything
5. Report the incident with the Federal Trade    
     Commission or your state attorney general. 



Yoyo
Phone: 714-651-2600

RecycledTeenagerSeniors@gmail.com
P.O. Box 8131 Vienna, VA 22182

www.RecycledTeenagerSeniorServices.com

I provide joyful companionship 
with gentle physical and 

emotional stimulation by singing, 
dancing, and being a little bit 

silly, that make seniors feeling 
happy and young at heart like a 

recycled teenager.

Please go to my website and 
take a look those videos.

www.RecycledTeenagerSeniorServices.com

LOCAL EVENTS
IN THE MCLEAN & TYSONS AREAS

Fall Fest at Reston Farm Garden Market
Every Weekend in October

10800 Baron Cameron Ave, Reston
Loads of fun games, activities, pumpkins, music, 

and more! Tickets at www.restonfarm.com 

FCPD Trunk-Or-Treat
Wednesday, Oct 19, 6pm-8pm

 120000 Government Center Pkwy, Fairfax
FREE, safe, and fun way to “Trick-Or-Treat” in a

 family-oriented atmosphere

Best in Show at The Boro
Saturday, Oct 29, 3pm-8:30pm

8350 Broad Street, Tysons
Celebrate Howl-O-Ween with the ultimate dog 

costume contest at Boro Park! Followed by a 
spooky screening of Scooby Doo at The Sandlot 

with a popcorn bar!
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PHOTOS OF HAPPENINGS
AROUND THE ROTONDA

The Children’s Activities 
Committee hosted a wonder-
ful game night on Saturday 
9/17 with snacks and games 

for kids of all ages around 
the Rotonda to enjoy. 
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 By Jimmy and Evelyn Johnson - www.qets.com 

ACROSS
 1 Wild pig
 5 Information
 9 Not before
 14 Apex
 15 Poetic “evening”
 16 Angry
 17 Ocean transportation
       vessel
 18 Fine spray
 19 Place
 20 Tax agency 
 21 Brand of sticky notes
 23 Short drama
 24 Example
 26 Feign
 28 Luau dish
 29 Part of a sentence
31 Female deer 
34 Barrette
 37 Sudsy
 39 Garden tool with teeth
 40 Estimated time of arrival
 41 Run away
 42 Leave out or slur
 44 Selecting from various
       designs
 47 After sun.
 48 Ribbon tie
 50 Caustic substance
 51 Type of partnership
 52 High school functions
 56 N.A. Indian
 59 Mariners
 63 Consume
 64 Come together
 66 Declare positively
 67 Otherwise
 68 Grim
 69 Window ledge
 70 Merriment
 71 Sprayed down
 72 Whirl
 73 Color of autumn leaves

DOWN
 1 Italian herb
 2 Red pigment
 3 Wrong
 4 Representative
 5 Evil
 6 Car rental agency
 7 Exam
 8 Negative (prefix)
 9 Cause of sickness
 10 First sign of fall
 11 Horse gear
 12 Decorative needle case
 13 Repose
 21 Opp. of rich
 22 Sticky black substance
 25 Watched secretly
 27 Disks
 29 Halloween broom rider

 31 Painter of melting clocks
 32 Organization of Petroleum
       Exporting Countries
 33 Hurricane center
 34 Angelic ring
 35 Similar
 36 Dregs
 38 Many times
 39 Radioactivity unit
 43 Eastern Time
 45 Aged
 46 Greenish-blue color
 49 Advertisements
 51 Metric capacity unit
 53 Large stringed instrument
 54 Artist’s need
 55 Warhorse
 56 Quiet down
 57 Upon

 58 Filled crusts
 60 Comfort
 61 Eager
 62 Merge
 65 Finis
 67 Scrambled food
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COPY AUTHORIZATION BY THE AUTHOR 
You may make unlimited copies of this original large print standard crossword puzzle for personal, 
senior center, medical facility, or classroom use.  Visit www.qets.com for more large print puzzles. 
                                                      Evelyn Johnson

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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703-291-4576 | FADesignBuild.com | 9979 Main Street, Fairfax 22031

Booking Virtual
& On Site Design

Appointments 

Fully Renovated Condo in the Rotonda - Building 8360
The Rotonda condo community is a landmark in Tyson's Corner — excellent location, large

units, and beautiful grounds. Our client invested in a full remodel to set their unit apart and to
compete in the Tyson's housing boom. With a new open floor plan, updated countertops and

cabinetry, and new flooring throughout they are guaranteed top dollar in today's rental market.
 

There has never been a better time to begin your remodeling project.  Our team is even more
creative and committed to our clients and the work we love. Contact us to book your virtual

design appointment today. Rotonda Residents receive 50% off Design Services. 

C lass  A  Cont rac to r  |  L i censed  |  Bonded  |  I nsured

Interior Residential Remodeling Since 2004

 
Why is  now a  g rea t  t ime  to  remo d e l?  M ee t  w i t h  o u r  d es ig n er
Me l i ssa  F ie ld ing .  She ’ l l  se t  as id e  t ime  ju s t  f o r  yo u  — sh ar in g
her  exper t i se  on  the  remode l ing  p ro cess  an d  t o d ay 's  marke t .  

Ask Mel i ssa


